


Int roduct ion t o St udent s

Year 8 is an exciting time in every student?s life; the point at which you start to gain control of the 
curriculum that you learn, a pivotal moment in your educational career. Having such choices can 
be both exhilarating and daunting. 

    

Your parents and teachers will help you to make these decisions. We recommend that at this point 
in your education you ensure that your subject choices give you as much flexibility as possible for 
the future. It is important, in a rapidly changing world, that your curriculum is broad and leads to 
you leading the life you want to live.  It is only natural that your thoughts will move on to your 
career choices which may well change over the coming months and years.

You will be able to discuss your choices with your form tutor and any of the teachers in the 
Academy.  The choices you make now are very important as they will form the basis of your future 
career options, so take the time to ask any questions that you have. 

You and your parents will also have the opportunity to speak with staff at the Key Stage 4 Options 
Evening. This event will give you and your parents the opportunity to question staff about the 
content of the courses, the ways in which you will be assessed and ask whether they think the 
course is suitable for you.  Enjoy this first step in shaping your future.
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Int roduct ion t o Parent s

I?m sure you don?t need reminding what an exciting age your children are at! The options process 
gives the students the opportunity to select the subjects that they feel will best prepare them best for 
the future.

You are a really important part of the choices that your child will make, you are going to be the adult 
that the students have most time to discuss their options with and they will really value your opinion.  
Some questions you might want to ask are:

- Have you picked this subject because you think it?s useful for the future or because of the 
teacher who teaches it/your friends chose it?

- Does this support you progressing to the university course/apprenticeship/ job that you want 
to do?

- Do you think you can achieve a good grade in this subject?
- Does this course relate to your interests outside of school?
- Have you got a blend of vocational courses and GCSE?s?

Whichever courses students select, they must recognise the importance of achieving eight good 
grades. Every course is going to require hard work, determination and learning outside of the 
classroom to ensure success.  
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The new grading syst em  for  GCSEs

Major government reforms to the GCSE examinations mean the old A*  ? G system is being 
replaced with a new 1 to 9 scale, with 9 being the top grade. The new grading system will mean that 
the same proportion of students will achieve a grade 4 and above in the new system as achieved a 
grade C or above in the previous system. The same proportion of students will achieve a grade 7 
and above in the new system as achieved a grade A or A*  in the previous system but only the top 
2% nationally will receive the highest grade ? 9.  The bottom of grade 1 will be aligned to the old 
grade G. 

To help guide you through the options process, the subsequent pages show the ways the 
curriculum can be arranged for students and the destinations and careers this can lead to. Our 
curriculum is open for all to chose from. The following ?pathways? show the possible combinations 
of subjects and the possibilit ies they lead to. 
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Key St age 4 at  t he RSA Academ y

At the RSA Academy, we are proud to offer a broad and balanced curriculum that provides all 
students with a high quality educational experience. The subject areas studied provide a foundation 
for the next stage of their education and to a successful future. In an increasingly competitive global 
employment, it is important that students select a combination of subjects that gives them choice 
and control over their future.

The core curriculum includes the compulsory subjects Mathematics, English Literature and English 
Language and also either a combined or Triple Science route.  In addition to this students will be 
guided towards choosing 4 further subjects based on what you would like to study and the progress 
you are currently making at Key Stage 3.

Some of you will be guided to take what are classed as 'ebacc' subjects, these subjects include:

This is an important time for you; the choices you make now need to be the right ones. You must be  
fully committed to achieving your target grades in these subject choices.

DO:

*  Read this booklet very carefully.

*  Talk to teachers of the subjects in which you are interested in to find out more information about 
the course.

*  Keep a balanced range of subjects.

DON'T

*  Choose a subject just because your friends are choosing it.

*  Make your choices without finding out the facts.

Geography FrenchHist ory
Tr iple 

ScienceGerm an
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Key St age 4 at  t he RSA Academ y

Through the options process we are able to offer a fantastic level of support. Your form tutor will be 
able to discuss the options that you are considering with you. Our Assistant  Principal (SENCO) (Mr 
Williams)  will be able to offer guidance for students with Additional Educational Needs.

Each of you, along with your parents, will have an interview with a  member of the SLT or Pastoral 
team.  These interview times will be shared with you in a letter and will take place week beginning 
19t h March 2018.  These interviews are designed to guide you through the options process in order 
to provide you with the most suitable personalised learning pathway.                                                 

We have our own Academy Careers Advisor who is available to speak to you during the Academy day. 
We also have an advisor from Connexions who will be on hand during the Options Evening to advise 
you.

Types of  Course

GCSE courses usually involve one or more external examinations resulting in a GCSE grade 1 ? 9, with 
Grade 9 being the highest grade. All assessments will be in the final summer of study.

 
BTEC Techs and OCR Nationals are assessed through on-going assignments set and marked by your 
teacher and moderated by the exam board. These are more vocational courses but they also contain 
a formal external assessment. The external assessments tend to be more flexible over the course 
period, and grades are awarded at Pass, Merit, Distinction. 
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GCSE English

Course t it le and exam inat ion board: AQA GCSE English Language and  GCSE English Lit erat ure

 

What  is GCSE English? 

Students will study English Language and English Literature qualifications.  Both qualifications 
enable students to read a wide variety of genres of texts from a range of authors, across different 
periods of time. Further to this, students will have opportunities to write for different purposes and 
audiences developing their skills in using vocabulary, punctuation and sentences for effect. The 
courses will work to develop the vital skills needed in day-to-day communication: spoken language, 
reading and writing.

 How w il l  I be assessed?

Students will be assessed solely through an external examination, the details of these examinations 
are outlined below: 

In what  ways w il l  I be t aught ? 

The courses are taught through a variety of interactive sessions, student-led learning and a range of 
individual, paired and group activities. 

 What  can I do next ?
English Language GCSE is a required qualification for all further educational pathways. Success at 
GCSE English Language and English Literature will prepare you for all kinds of careers and courses.  
You can progress to study English Literature or Langauge at A-level.  All Level 3 courses require a 
good level of English, usually a minimum of a grade 4 to be accepted on them.

How can I f ind out  m ore?

Speak to Miss K Buttery or Mr I Richards
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 GCSE Mat hem at ics

Course t it le and exam inat ion board:  AQA GCSE Mat hem at ics 9-1

What  is GCSE Mat hem at ics? 
Our Mathematics programme of study is a three year course.  The aims and objectives of this 
course are to enable students to: 

- Develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts. 
- Acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems. 
- Reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences, and draw conclusions.
- Comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms 

appropriate to the information and context.

 How w il l  I be assessed?

Students for this qualification will be entered for either the foundation or higher tier.  They will sit 
three examination papers, equally weighted, each paper is 1.5 hours in length and all examinations 
will be completed in Year 11. The assessments will cover the following content: 

- Number 
- Algebra 
- Ratio, proportion and rates of change 
- Geometry and measures 
- Probability 
- Statistics 

Questions will require knowledge of functional skills: applying knowledge to real life situations. In 
addition, students will be monitored on the quality of their written communication and their use of 
key mathematical vocabulary.

In what  ways w il l  I be t aught ? 

Lessons will be interactive, developing your knowledge over the course of three years. Lessons 
could demand you working alone, as well as working with others. You will need to ensure you can 
use a scientific calculator, protractor and compass effectively.

 What  can I do next ?

Mathematics is a required qualification for all Level 3 qualifications at a minimum of a grade 4.  
A-Level Mathematics is offered in the sixth form along with a Level 3 qualification in Core 
Mathematics   

How can I f ind out  m ore?

Speak to Mr R.Woolaston or Miss K.Gill
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GCSE Com bined Science: Tr i logy
Course t it le and exam inat ion board: 

Year  1: AQA Tr i logy Rout e: (Biology unit  1-3, Chem ist ry unit  8-10,  Physics unit  18-20)

Year  2: AQA Tr i logy Rout e: (Biology unit  4-5, Chem ist ry unit  11-14, Physics unit  21-23)

Year  3: AQA Tr i logy Rout e: (Biology unit  6-7, Chem ist ry unit  15-17, Physics unit  24)

What  is GCSE Com bined Science?

Biology - cell biology, organisation, infection and response, bioenergetics, homeostasis and response, 
inheritance, variation and evolution, ecology.

Chemistry - atomic structure and the periodic table, bonding, structure, and the properties of matter, 
quantitative chemistry, chemical changes, energy changes, rate and extent of chemical change, 
organic chemistry, chemical analysis, chemistry of the atmosphere, using resources. 

Physics - forces, energy, waves, electricity, magnetism and electromagnetism, particle model of 
matter, atomic structure.

 How w il l  I be assessed?
Students will sit two papers in Biology, Chemistry and Physics (six in total). 

In what  ways w il l  I be t aught ? 
The combined science course contains a balance of theoretical and practical work that will allow you 
to develop a depth of understanding. Lessons will be interactive and involve you working with others.  
You will need to use your ICT skills to demonstrate your understanding, present work and to record 
experimental results through data-logging.

What  can I do af t er  t h is course?
This course provides an ideal platform for many Post-16 courses such as the A-levels in biology, 
chemistry and physics. This science course forms a great basis for any career in science, healthcare, 
maths, technology and engineering e.g. nursing, optician, chemical engineer and laboratory work.

How can I f ind out  m ore? 

Speak to Mr D Allden / Miss M Walker
allden.d@rsaacademy.org or walker.m@rsaacademy.org 

Or visit: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464

EBacc
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Core Physical Educat ion

All students will take part in one practical PE lesson each week. The focus of core PE is to develop 
key skills and physical competence in a range of activities as well as developing teamwork and 
coaching skills.

What  act ivit ies w il l  I do?
At the start of the year students will be asked to choose which pathway they wish to follow for the 
entire academic year. A first and second choice pathway will be required so numbers can be 
accommodated and facilit ies can be utilised effectively. Each pathway will comprise of a different 
activity/sport each term.

The pathways students can choose from are:

- Fitness - circuit training, SAQ, cross country, weight training, athletics
- Leadership and volunteering - games for understanding, team building, coaching, Sports 

Leaders x2 terms
- Competitive - netball, football, handball, rugby, basketball
- Aesthetics - dance, gymnastics, trampolining, pilates, aerobics
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GCSE Hist ory

Course t it le and exam inat ion board: Pearson GCSE Hist ory 

What  is GCSE Hist ory?

This three-year course will help to develop analytical, research and communication skills that will be 
invaluable to any profession you choose in the future as well as creating a strong base for future 
study of History at Post 16

If you decide to take GCSE History you will study the following: 

- Norman England 1066-1100
- Conflict and tension 1919 - 1939
- Germany 1890-1945 democracy and dictatorship
- Britain: health and power c1000 to the present day

You will also learn and develop skills such as how to interpret and evaluate pieces of Information, 
how to communicate and apply your knowledge, how to describe and analyse the key features of the 
period studied as well as critical thinking and problem solving.

 How w il l  I be assessed?
The examination paper covers the full range of grades. There are two aspects to the assessment 
and there are two examinations worth 100% of the final grade. 

In what  ways w il l  I be t aught ? 
The course will focus on a mixture of medieval history, British history and 20th Century history; 
looking at some of the key events that have shaped the world and society we live in today. Students 
will develop analytical skills that will enable them to reach substantiated conclusions as to why 
events took place and the impact they have had. 

What  can I do next ?
Studying History at GCSE level opens many doors to you with regards to future professions. 
Professions that directly link to History include: law, journalism, archaeology, research, teaching and 
politics. 

How can I f ind out  m ore? 
Speak to: Mrs S Williams-Young

EBacc
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GCSE Geography

Course t it le and exam inat ion board: OCR (Syllabus B) GCSE Geography 

What  is GCSE Geography?
Geography is a three-year course, which offers students an awareness and understanding of the 
relationship between people and the environment in the world in which we live. 

The key themes studied include: 

People and society: to include urban futures, development, resource reliance and the UK in the 21st 
Century.

The natural world: to include global hazards, changing climate, distinctive landscapes and 
sustaining eco-systems.

 How w il l  I be assessed?
Two written examinations - 100% assessment. One of these will focus on fieldwork activity.

In what  ways w il l  I be t aught ? 

Lessons will be interactive and involve working independently and with others. Students will be 
encouraged to use ICT skills to demonstrate understanding and present work. Within the subject, 
students will be required to adopt an enquiry approach to learning; the fieldwork component will be 
included in preparation for the examination. 

What  can I do next ?

Success at GCSE geography will provide students with a range of skills which can be used in a variety 
of careers in the future; this includes town planning, conservation officer, aviation, outdoor 
instructor and events manager. GCSE geography can also lead to progression studying A-level 
geography and university in the future. 

How can I f ind out  m ore? 

Speak to Mr S Guy or Mrs S Long

EBacc
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GCSE Modern Foreign Languages
Course t it le and exam inat ion board: AQA GCSE Germ an or  Spanish 

    What  is GCSE Germ an/Spanish?

German or Spanish is a three-year GCSE course. Students are assessed in four areas of learning 
(listening, speaking, reading and writing). Each area accounts for 25% of the final grade.

During the course students are expected to:

- Improve their skills in listening and reading with questions and responses both in English and 
the target language. To develop literary skills within these areas also.

- Learn to write by translating into and from the target language.
- Speak fluently within in a range of scenarios and settings, ensuring accuracy and the use of 

appropriate French or German.

 How w il l  I be assessed?
Students will have the opportunity to take tiered (foundation or higher) listening, reading and writing 
external assessments in five common areas: identity and culture; local area, holiday and travel; 
school; future aspirations, study and work; international and global dimension. Speaking controlled 
assessments are not tiered.

In what  ways w il l  I be t aught ? 
Lessons will be taught through a variety of interactive sessions, student led learning and a range of 
individual, paired and group activities. Students will need to use their ICT skills to demonstrate 
understanding and to present work. They will be able to personalise their learning and engage in 
activities that correspond to their interests and abilit ies in order to build accuracy and meet the 
demands of the syllabus. Students will build on themes and language learning strategies and 
experiences met in Key Stage 3. 

What  can I do af t er  t h is course?
Success at GCSE German/Spanish will prepare you for many careers and courses including 
engineering, journalism, teaching, travel and tourism, business, economics, hospitality and a wide 
variety of industrial applications.  

How can I f ind out  m ore? 

Speak to Mrs L. Price, Mrs K. Hyman, Miss M. Hadley and Miss G Garrigan

EBacc
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                                               AQA GCSE Separat e Sciences 
Course t it le and exam inat ion board: AQA GCSE Biology, AQA GCSE Chem ist ry,

                                                                      AQA GCSE Physics

What  is Separat e GCSE Science? 
Triple Science is a three-year course which allows students to leave with three separate qualifications 
in each of the following: chemistry, biology and physics.

During the course pupils will cover a range of topics including:

 How w il l  I be assessed?
Students will sit two papers in biology, chemistry and physics (6  in total).

In what  ways w il l  I be t aught ? 
The triple science course contains a balance of theoretical and practical work that will allow you to 
develop a depth of understanding. Lessons will be interactive and involve you working with others.  
You will need to use your ICT skills to demonstrate your understanding, present work and to record 
experimental results through data-logging.

 What  can I do next ?
This course provides an ideal platform for many Post-16 courses such as A-Levels in biology, 
chemistry and physics.  The science course forms a great basis for any career in science, healthcare, 
mathematics, technology, engineering, medicine, veterinary, teaching, scientific research and many 
others.

How can I f ind out  m ore?

Speak to Mr D Allden / Miss M Walker allden.d@rsaacademy.org or walker.m@rsaacademy.org 

Or visit : 

ht t p:/ /www.aqa.org.uk / subject s/ science/gcse/biology-8461

ht t p:/ /www.aqa.org.uk / subject s/ science/gcse/chem ist ry-8462

ht t p:/ /www.aqa.org.uk / subject s/ science/gcse/physics-8463

Year 8 Guided Choices

EBacc

Year 8 Guided Choices



GCSE Com put er  Science

Course t it le and exam inat ion board: OCR GCSE in Com put er  Science 

What  is GCSE Com put er  Science?

The GCSE computer science course is an exciting technical course for those interested in computer 
programming, problem-solving, mathematics and computer hardware. Within this course you will look 
at how computers are built, what makes them work and how to fix problems. You will look at how 
algorithms are constructed and how they are used to fix complex problems, and look at how 
computers use binary to represent data, images and sound. You will also receive the opportunity to 
learn a number of programming languages, including HTML and Python.  

 How w il l  I be assessed?

You will also complete work throughout lesson time and this will also be assessed on a regular basis. 

In what  ways w il l  I be t aught ? 
Lessons will be interactive and involve a mixture of different learning styles and activities. Most 
lessons will be of a practical nature, allowing you to gain real IT/programming experience. 

What  can I do next ?

Success at GCSE computer science will prepare you for further study at post-16 and for careers in 
computer programming, networking, software development and games development. 

How can I f ind out  m ore? 

Speak to Mrs M. Wilkinson or Mrs C. Jones

Expression of interest only
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GCSE Religion, Philosophy & Et hics

Course t it le and exam inat ion board: WJEC Eduqas GCSE in Religious St udies 

What  is GCSE Religion, Philosophy & Et hics?
This GCSE course will help students to deal with complex and challenging issues that are being 
discussed daily in the news. It is excellent preparation as a 21st Century learner in our ever 
changing diverse world. It is useful in wide range of careers such as: social work, law, teaching, 
youth work, business management, journalism and nursing. 

How? It helps people to:

- Develop enquiring and critical thinking skills by raising their own questions and investigating 
in depth

- Focus on learning and understanding the reasons people have for their beliefs and practices 
through a study,whether religious or non religious

- Develop their ability to debate/argue and challenge their critical thinking skills related to the 
different attitudes people have about contemporary issues as well as develop their own 
informed opinion  about conflict, medicine, expression and authority and laws

- Become aware of the relevance of religious beliefs, practices, values and traditions
- Discuss central questions and issues e.g. Is life sacred? Should euthanasia be legalised?
- Develop an interest and enthusiasm about contemporary issues locally, nationally and in the 

wider global world.

 How w il l  I be assessed?
This GCSE is assessed through three examinations. 

In what  ways w il l  I be t aught ? 
Various techniques are used: questioning and thinking skills, ICT, role play, debate, visitors, mind 
maps, quizzes and visits to places of worship to ensure the students learn effectively from a range 
of sources and in a ?fun? way. Students are invited to evaluate critically and comment on lessons in 
order to develop future learning activities. 

What  can I do next ?
Success in religion, philosophy and ethics will prepare you for various kinds of careers and courses 
which demand: complex thinking and in-depth knowledge, an understanding of contemporary and 
controversial issues, an ability to develop problem solving skills by using research, investigation, 
reflection and evaluation, an ability to communicate and work effectively with different people. You 
can progress to study a range of A-Level and level 3 qualifications.

How can I f ind out  m ore? 
Speak to Miss L Thomas. 
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BTEC Tech Award in Healt h & Social Care ? Level 2
Course t it le and exam inat ion board: Pearson BTEC Tech Award in Healt h and Social Care

What  is BTEC Tech Healt h & Social Care? 

Health and Social Care is a serious and detailed course and your skills of written communication 
should be high. During the course students will be expected to:

- Develop their skills of communication.
- Gain hands on experience of health and care through visits and work placements.
- Develop the skills needed to communicate effectively with people from a range of backgrounds.

Learners will complete three compulsory units in total. Two units: Human lifespan development and 
Health and social care values, will be assessed through the production of written coursework and 
learners will be required to complete a portfolio of coursework that contributes to the successful 
completion of the course. One further unit, Health and Wellbeing, will be assessed through external 
examination.

 How w il l  I be assessed?
Units are assessed using a grading scale of Distinction, Merit, Pass and Unclassified. The examination 
is marked by Pearson Examiners and will be assessed in the same way. The course will be weighted so 
that coursework makes up 60% of the final grade and the examination accounts for the remaining 
40%.

In what  ways w il l  I be t aught ? 
Lessons will be interactive and involve you working with others. You will need to use your ICT skills to 
demonstrate your understanding and to present work. There will be visits, lectures, demonstrations 
as well as hands-on work experience. We aim to give you practical experiences of the units that you?re 
studying. Health and social care is a practical subject! You will study topics such as ?communication?, 
?nutrition? and ?devising health campaigns?. 

What  can I do next ?
The course provides opportunities for learners to gain a nationally recognised, vocationally specific 
qualification to enter employment as a health or social care worker, or progress to other vocational 
qualifications such as a  Level 3 qualification in a health & social care.

The UK health sector employs some two million people across a range of public, independent and 
voluntary organisations. The UK care sector employs a further 1.6 million people, across care for 
adults and children. It is a rewarding but challenging career; opportunities exist in many different 
areas such as midwifery, play therapist, social worker, occupational therapist, radiographer and many 
more.

How can I f ind out  m ore? 
Speak to Mrs S. Coombes or Miss S.Rigby
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  BTEC Tech Award in Spor t  - Level 2
Course t it le and exam inat ion board:  Pearson BTEC Tech Award in Spor t

What  is BTEC Tech Spor t ?
This qualification is designed for learners with an interest in sport and sports leadership. It will 
provide learners with opportunity  to develop and improve their own physical performance in a 
number of individual and team sports. Students will also be required undertake a variety of 
leadership roles including those of coach, competition organiser and officiator

The qualification will help learners to:

- understand how the sports industry operates both in the UK and further afield
- improve their own level of personal performance in a range of individual and team sports
- plan and lead sports sessions for both individual and team sports
- develop coaching skills
- understand how the human body underpins everything in sport

Learners will be required to complete and achieve all three components of the course. These are 
assessed  via the completion of coursework that is internally verified. There will also be an externally 
assessed  component.

 How w il l  I be assessed?
The coursework portfolio that learners complete for each unit will be graded at either Unclassified, 
Pass, Merit or Distinction. This work will be internally marked with the exam board sampling the work. 
The externally assessed unit will be marked by Pearson examiners and is graded in the same way

In what  ways w il l  I be t aught ? 
Lessons will be be both practical and theoretical. Practical work will require students to undertake a 
variety of roles such as performer, coach and match official. Theory lessons will look at how the sports 
industry operates within the UK on a variety of different levels, for example amateur v professional 
sport and public sector sport v private sector sport.

What  can I do next ?
Success in BTEC Tech Sport  can lead to  Level 3 BTEC Sport. This course could be helpful for the 
following careers: teaching, coaching, youth work, sports leadership, leisure centre management, 
fitness instructor, nutritionist, psychologist, physiotherapist, armed forces.

How can I f ind out  m ore? 
Speak to Mrs K. Branford or any member of the PE Dept for further information.
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Component Title How assessed

An Introduction to sport and the sport industry Internally

Improving own and others sporting performance Internally

Planning and leading a sports activity session Externally



BTEC Tech Award in Engineer ing Level 2
Course t it le and exam inat ion board: Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Engineer ing

What  is BTEC Engineer ing?
This is a theory and hands-on course which gives students a taste of what the Engineering sector is 
like and allows students to explore engineering, develop key skills and techniques, and discover 
potential careers in the industry. The qualification will give students the underpinning knowledge and 
specific skills needed to meet the needs of modern engineering industries. 

 How w il l  I be assessed?
The course consists of three separate units. All work submitted for each unit will be assessed and 
graded as Pass, Merit or Distinction dependent on which criteria it meets. Two of these units are 
coursework based:

- Exploring engineering sectors and design applications where students will get to know 
industry sectors, how they work together to solve real-life problems, and apply related skills 
within project work.

- Investigating an engineering project where students will explore the types of materials, 
components and processes used to make products, then reproduce and test a product.

For these two units, learners are required to complete a number of assignments that are both 
practical and theoretical; all work for these units will be internally assessed.

One further unit is set and marked by the examination board:

- Responding to an engineering brief where students will investigate and provide solutions to 
real-life problems by creating their own engineered product. Students are required to design 
and make the product within the allocated time.

In what  ways w il l  I be t aught ? 
Lessons will be taught through a range of written and practical projects that will involve wood, acrylic 
and metal.  Projects will be linked to industry and students will need to be able to follow detailed 
plans and be able to evaluate manufacturing processes. Students will gain some experience in 
traditional hand skills and modern computer controlled machines including the laser cutter and CNC 
Router and Lathe. Students will also learn how to use Computer Aided Design packages such as 
Techsoft 2D and ProDesktop

What  can I do next ?
Students who have enjoyed studying BTEC L2 Engineering could go on to study A-Level Product 
Design course.  This course prepares students to study any Design and Technology related course 
post-16 or enter a subject related apprenticeship programme.

How can I f ind out  m ore? 

Speak to Mr C. Smith or Mr H. Bhatti - https://goo.gl/TmgRdd 
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                              GCSE Design and Technology

Course t it le and exam inat ion board: GCSE Design and Technology (exam  board t o be 
conf irm ed)

         What  is Design and Technology?

GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate confidently and successfully in an increasingly 
technological world. Students will gain awareness and learn from wider influences on Design and Technology 
including historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic factors. Students will get the opportunity to 
work creatively when designing and making and apply technical and practical expertise.

 How w il l  I be assessed?

The course will consist of a written exam worth 50% of the overall grade based on subject material 
learnt over the 3 years.  

The other 50% will be a project based practical controlled assessment, where over a period of lessons 
you will:

- Identify and investigate design possibilit ies 
- Produce a design brief and specification 
- Generate design ideas
- Develop design ideas 
- Realise design ideas 
- Analyse & evaluate your product

In what  ways w il l  I be t aught ? 

The impact of new and emerging technologies on: the design and organisation of the workplace 
including automation and the use of robotics, buildings and the place of work, tools and equipment.

Enterprise based on the development of an effective business innovation: crowd funding, virtual 
marketing and retail,  co-operatives and fair trade.

The contemporary and potential future use of: automation, computer aided design (CAD), - 
computer aided manufacture, flexible manufacturing systems (FMS), just in time (JIT) and  lean 
manufacturing.

What  can I do next ?
Students who have enjoyed studying GCSE Design and Technology could go on to study A-Level 
Product Design course.  This course prepares students to study any Design and Technology related 
course post-16 or enter a subject related apprenticeship programme.

How can I f ind out  m ore? 

Speak to Mr Hale or Miss G. Alldritt - https://goo.gl/TmgRdd 
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       BTEC  Tech Awards Per form ing Ar t s (Dance)
Course t it le and exam inat ion board:  Pearson BTEC Tech Award in Per form ing Ar t s (Dance)  

You can not  t ake bot h Dance and Dram a 

What  is BTEC Dance?

Primarily a practical subject, you will focus on the key skills required to dance and perform to an 
audience. Throughout the course you will explore choreographic processes, development of ideas and 
a variety of dance styles/practitioners, developing an appreciation for dance within its cultural context. 
There will be many opportunities for you to develop your technique as a dancer and you will be 
expected to:

- Take part in regular, practical workshops
- Choreograph
- Perform in front of an audience
- Research
- Complete written coursework
- Keep a written portfolio

This course also assists students in developing essential skills for life. Time management, discipline, 
motivation, dealing with challenges and rejection, persistence, communication, teamwork, confidence 
and creativity are just a few skills that dance helps to develop. 

 How w il l  I be assessed?
There are two components of the course which are marked internally and equate to 60%. This will be 
a combination of written and practical exercises. The third external unit is based on response to a 
brief set by the examination board. Students will work in small groups to choreograph a dance in 
examination settings and then evaluate the process. This will be sent to an external examiner.

In what  ways w il l  I be t aught ? 
Lessons will be interactive and will involve you working both independently and with others. Although 
most lessons are practical, there will be written work as well.

What  can I do next ?
After completing this course,  a  Level 3 qualification in Performing Arts can be studied within the 
academy. When thinking about training in dance, most think it is a preparation for a career in dance 
performance, choreography or teaching. It is true that studying dance opens the door to many 
opportunities in these areas; however, there are many other careers that dance can prepare you for 
such as: arts administrator, movement therapist, theatre stage manager, theatre director. 

Speak to Mrs L. O?Connor
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  How can I f ind out  m ore? 



BTEC  Tech Award Per form ing Ar t s (Dram a)
Course t it le and exam inat ion board: Pearson  BTEC Tech Award in Per form ing Ar t s (Dram a)

You can not  t ake bot h Dram a and Dance

What  is BTEC Dram a?
This is primarily a practical subject in which you will focus on the key skills required to act and perform 
to an audience. Throughout the course you will explore communication, devising, development and 
sharing of ideas and a variety of acting styles. There will be many opportunities for you to develop 
your technique as an actor and you will be expected to:

- Take part in regular, practical workshops
- Devise
- Perform in front of an audience
- Research
- Complete written coursework
- Keep a written portfolio 

 How w il l  I be assessed?
There are two components to the course, both of which are marked internally and equate to 60%. 
This will take the form of a combination of written and practical exercises. The third external unit is 
based on response to a brief set by the examination board. Students will work in small groups to 
devise a performance in an examination setting and then evaluate the process. The work will be sent 
to an external examiner to grade.

In what  ways w il l  I be t aught ? 
Lessons will be interactive and will involve you working both independently and with others. Although 
most lessons are practical, there is an element of written work as well.

What  can I do next ?
After completing this course, further study can take place such as Level 3 Performing Arts. Success in 
BTEC Drama will help to prepare you for a range of careers; e.g. teaching, or the performing arts 
industry (one of the biggest industries in the UK). It also helps to increase your creativity, people skills 
and confidence which are important for jobs like solicitors, working in a business or any kind of job 
where you have to work with people. BTEC Drama helps to teach you confidence and self-control 
which are important skills for any career choice.

How can I f ind out  m ore? 

Speak to Miss R. Wilson-McIntosh or Mrs L. O?Connor
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    BTEC First  Cer t if icat e in Ar t  and Design
Course t it le and exam inat ion board: Pearson Cer t if icat e in Ar t  and Design

What  is BTEC Ar t  and Design?
This is a three-year vocational course designed to inspire and enthuse learners to consider a career 
in the art and design industry as well as introduce learners to new ways of designing and making art 
work for different purposes. They will be encouraged to develop into independent, resourceful and 
creative learners and they will be given opportunities to exhibit the results of their work both within 
the Academy and beyond. 

During the course learners will be expected to:

- Record visually in a variety of ways
- Develop ideas in an experimental way
- Develop understanding of a range of art and design based careers such as painting, drawing, 

ceramics, craft and graphic design

 How w il l  I be assessed?

240 Guided Learning Hours

2 Externally assessed units (20% Controlled Assessment)

6 Internally assessed units (80% Coursework)

In what  ways w il l  I be t aught ? 
Learners will be taught by qualified specialist teachers and will experience a variety of practical based 
sessions in the art studios. They can expect to work in a range of areas such as drawing, painting, 
collage, sculpture, printmaking and photography.

What  can I do next ?
Success at BTEC Art and Design is an excellent preparation for BTEC Level 3 Art and Design. It can 
also lead to a wide range of career opportunities in the fields of art, design and photography as well 
as in broader careers that require both creativity and visual skills awareness.

How can I f ind out  m ore? 

Speak to Miss S Williams or Miss E.Vaughan
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                     BTEC  Tech Award in Music

Course t it le and exam inat ion board: Pearson BTEC Tech Award in Music

   What  is BTEC Music?

BTEC Music is a three-year course in which you will learn about the various music products, 
develop valuable skills and techniques in music creation, performance and production, and 
explore potential careers in the industry.

You will learn about different genres of music, and take part in practical workshops. You will 
have the opportunity to study different composers and performers and create your own 
performances in their style and present to an audience either as part of a group or solo.

 How w il l  I be assessed?

The course will be both internally and externally assessed.  This means that your class teacher will 
mark the majority of your work and grade in either on a Pass, Merit or Distinction.  Some of your work 
will be assessed by an external moderator who will look at it and determine whether it is a Pass, Merit 
or Distinction.

In what  ways w il l  I be t aught ? 
Lessons will have both a practical and theoretical dimension. Students will record a number of solo 
and ensemble pieces and will also compose and record their own pieces using ICT and music 
technology. Students will develop knowledge and understanding of a wide range of musical styles and 
genres, and develop a wide appreciation of all aspects of musical construction and history. 

What  can I do next ?
The practical, creative and independent approach required for Music will prepare students for all 
kinds of careers and courses. Most notably, students could progress BTEC Level 3 courses in, Music 
Technology and Performing Arts, as well as higher education music courses. 

How can I f ind out  m ore? 

Speak to Mr Sanford-Casey or Mr Wild.
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                     GCSE Sociology

Course t it le and exam inat ion board: AQA Sociology 

   What  is GCSE Sociology?

GCSE Sociology helps you to gain knowledge and understanding of key social structures, processes 
and issues through the study of families, education, crime and deviance. 

You will study key ideas of classical sociologists including Durkheim, Marx and Weber, referencing 
their view of the world and their contribution to the development of the discipline.

 How w il l  I be assessed?

There are two examinations which are equally weighted and taken at the end of the course. Both 
exams are 1 hour 45 minutes in duration.

In what  ways w il l  I be t aught ? 

In the lessons you will explore and debate contemporary social issues in order to be able to 
challenge everyday understandings. You will research information around family structure and 
function.  You will look at the factors around divorce and family relationships.  You will find out 
about the roles and function of education and the processes within schools.  You will also learn 
about crime and deviance and how anti-social behaviour is controlled. 

What  can I do next ?

Success in GCSE Sociology will prepare you for studying Sociology at Post 16 and beyond.  It can also 
lead to a wide range of career opportunities in the fields of teaching, council work, social law and 
politics to name but a few.

How can I f ind out  m ore? 
Speak to Mr S. Williams or Miss S. Rigby 
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 GCSE Cit izenship St udies

Course t it le and exam inat ion board: Edexcel GCSE Cit izenship St udies 

     What  is GCSE Cit izenship St udies? 

Citizenship Studies is a three-year course that enables students to gain the confidence and 
conviction to participate in decision-making and play an active role as effective citizens in public life.

 How w il l  I be assessed?
Students will sit two exams. 

Paper 1 - 1 hour 45 minutes - worth 50% - 80 marks

Paper 2 - 1 hour 45 minutes - worth 50% - 80 marks  

Both papers are examined on themes that will be studied throughout the three year course.

In what  ways w il l  I be t aught ? 
You will study the following themes - 

A - Living together in the UK

B - Democracy at work in the UK

C - Law and justice 

D - Power and influence - Taking citizenship action 

What  can I do next ?

You will learn lots of skills that will be useful in later life. Being able to see the world from other 
people?s points of view will always help you to understand what?s going on around you. The range of 
activities you will be involved in will help you to work with others and see the benefits of being part 
of, or even leading a team. You will be involved in putting together a campaign that will help you to 
develop advocacy skills.

With further training or study, it is possible for students to go into a wide range of careers such as: 
social work, youth work, the police force or other public sector jobs. 

How can I f ind out  m ore? 

Speak to Mr S Bala 
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         Tech Award Food & Cat er ing
Course t it le and exam inat ion board: AQA Tech Award in Food and Cat er ing

            What is Hospit alit y & Cat er ing

This is a 3 year course where you will get the chance to develop, practice and demonstrate  
food production skills, making a variety of food products. You will need to consider how to 
scale up production to produce larger quantities suitable for a commercial setting.

In what  ways w il l  I be t aught ? 

You will produce a portfolio of products to demonstrate your core food production skills.

These skills include:

- general food preparation skills
- cooking skills and methods used in a home and commercial context

You will learn about food hygiene, nutrition, diet, health and planning recipes.

What  can I do next ?

You will learn lots of skills that will be useful in later life.   It will equip with the skills you need to 
progress to a level 3 qualification.  

 How can I f ind out  m ore?

Speak to Miss G.Alldritt
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The course will be both internally and externally assessed.  This means that your class teacher 
will mark the majority of your work and grade in either on a Pass, Merit or Distinction.  The 
external assessment will be in the form of a written examination.

 How w il l  I be assessed?




